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Abstract:

This article attempts to analyze the wide gap between the strategies drawn up and the effectiveness of the actions taken

in implementing sustainability. The paper addresses the issue of whether or not mankind can make the right choices and has the right infrastructure of pathways to do so. In short, an answer is sought to the question – 

‘‘What are the prerequisites for the fastest rate of sustainable change?’’

This question is tackled by the four authors. They start from critical arguments concerning the effectiveness of sustainable change, explain the terminology used in the article and identify the main factors for increasing the rate of sustainable change, which are then discussed in detail in each part of the text (EG). Then, each from a different starting point, they comment on self-organization (US), sustainable innovation and cultural regions (HK), global cooperation and regional resources (MB) and sustainable research by universities (EG). 

The individual contributions, when taken together, form a discussion of the crucial factors or prerequisites for sustainable change. It is concluded that only cooperation between regions and regional stakeholders can give sustainable change the driving force needed to overcome global (political) friction and ensure that it moves forward in equilibrium and at a constant rate.  Throughout the paper the issue of ‘knowledge’ versus ‘wisdom’ takes shape and an implicit question that emerges is posed: ‘does more knowledge necessarily mean more ‘aptness’ when looking for appropriate solutions to sustainable applications?’
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